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Rethinking Degrees in a Global Perspective 



Po l i t é c n i c o  d e  L e i r i a

Polytechnic of Le ir ia

11.500
Estudantes 

Students

1.200 
Professores e Técnicos 

Teachers and Staff 

49
Licenciaturas

Undergraduate Programmes

72
Mestrados e Pós-Graduações 

Postgraduate Programmes

36
TeSP

TeSP



900
PROFESSORES

TEACHERS

≅ 60%
DOUTORADOS

WITH PHD

estágios em empresas e instituições 

Internships in institutions and companies+ 2500 

≅ 60%
PhD



Campus Global

Global Campus+1.000
Estudantes Internacionais

International Students

+250
Em Mobilidade Internacional

On International Mobility

+60
Nacionalidades

Different Nationalities

9
Mestrados lecionados em inglês

Masters taugth in english

+350 
Protocolos Internacionais 

International Cooperation

Agreements



The opportunity

1-European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)

2-Unprecedented increase in the internationalization of higher education in general

3-Erasmus Mundus – Project INFINITY (enhanced the Mobility with Eastern Countries)

4-TEMPO- Project  - RETHINKe- Reform of Education THruINternational Knowledge Exchange 

(Education for sustainable Development and Modernization of Higher Education)



PORTUGAL

The Partners

Armenia

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Georgia

Moldova

Ukraine

Identifying

appropriate

partner is the

most important

step! Building up

from existing

partnership is

safer

commitment

Important!



The network ing  resu l t ing  f rom the  partnersh ips  

c reated  in  the  f rame of  both  2  ment ion 

Programs



Countries are reviewing their national internationalization 

strategies and programs; 

Dual degrees lead  to a deeper, more sustainable relationship, 

true academic benefits, curriculum innovation;

Dual degrees achieve something unique that couldn’t be achieve 

otherwise - lesser bureaucracy, legal barriers and challenges than 

a joint-degree.



Academic Program

- Certificate at least B1 English level ;

- The Academic records (GPA) calculated according to 

http://www.foreigncredits.com/Resources/GPA-Calculator;

- CV in English and motivation letter from the student;

- Document signed by the rector with procedures implemented in the partner university 

referring the link of the web page where they have launched the call for IPLEIRIA application;



Ana Boa-Ventura, PhD | Lycée International de Houston 



The confusion. 

1) examine the different meanings of double and joint

degree programs around the world and the driving rationales;

2) identify core concepts and elements;

3) propose a working definition and typology that will provide some clarity on the 

meaning of key issues involved in international joint, double, multiple 

and combined degree programmes.



MORE BRIDGES TO CROSS
DIFFERENT GOALS AT MINISTRY 

LEVEL

INTERNATIONALIZATION PROTECTION

Entrance process for 

partner countries

No common

framework

Higher
Education In
Portugal



Double 

Degrees

Management

Skills Profile Tool Kit for 
Partner Countries 

Nationals

further analyze and 
exchange best practices on 

effective ways to address 
brain drain.

A revision of the 
Europass Framework

A review on Key 
Competences. More 

outgoing students 
meaning more reciprocity 

How to tackle 
language issues 

with partner 
countries

Bringing Together:
• International 

Officers
• Academic Services
• Departments
• Students

Multidisciplinary 
Group assigned to 

each double degree

SOME ACTIONS

Important theory = practice. 
Operationalization between

two different countries always
difficult

Students from public HEIs in low
income countries may face 

financial constraints



Pros Cons

The Internacionalization of HEIs;

Multilateral university networks ;

Increase in volume, scope and scale of crossborder

movement of education programmes; 

The overall demand for higher education is growing

and this impacts the quest for foreign education 

credentials;

A unique experience for students to have a new 

cultural and academic experience

The Language of instruction. Most of the countries 

involved have russian as a 2nd language;

Quality assurance – institutions have different internal

quality assurance-can you quality assure pogrammes

of other HEIs?

Accreditation - the establishment of procedures

for accrediting international collaborative programs is 

relatively new territory for many agencies;

Complicated National Policies;

‘Legitimacy’ of the qualifications – problems in 

certification, qualifications recognition



Added 

Value.

.

The overall demand for higher education is growing 

and this impacts the interest in international 

education opportunities and especially the quest for 

foreign education credentials

Quality Innovation

Very appealing to students to get two 

diplomas from different Universities

Increases the networking, research, and 

modernization curricula  of both 

institutions involved

Expand International activities and 

deepen the engagement with partners

abroad



www.ipleiria.pt/home

Thank you. Any questions?


